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SUB J : AUSTRALIAN OIL CARGO PREFERENCE POLICY 

REF: STATE 48420 

EMBOFF DISCUSSED AUSTRALIAN OIL CARGO PREFERENCE POLICY 
WITH TOMITA, DIRECTOR OVERSEAS DIVISION, SHIPPING BUREAU, 
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MOT. TOMITA SAID JAPAN DOES NOT PLAN TO PROTEST POLICY 
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UNILATERALLY BUT SUGGESTED THAT GOJ WOULD BE WILLING TO 
ASSOCIATE ITSELF WITH ANY OTHER COUNTRIES WHICH MIGHT 
WANT TO MAKE A JOINT REPRESENTATION. HE SAID HE ASSUMED 
EUROPE- JAPAN CONSULTATIVE SHIPPING GROUP (CSG) EVENTUALLY 
WOULD TAKE UP THE ISSUE, PROBABLY AT UK INITIATIVE. IF 
SO, JAPAN WOULD BE PREPARED TO SUPPORT A JOINT PROTEST 
BY CSG COUNTRIES AND U.S. HOWEVER, HE SAID GOJ ITSELF 
WOULD TAKE NO INITIATIVE IN DEVELOPING A MULTILATERAL 
APPROACH. 

HODGSON 
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